Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 GEORGE 01775 102248Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO SS-15 SSO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 
USIE-00 PRS-01 SY-05 USSS-00 AID-05 CPR-01 /057 W 

080258 102251Z/64/47 

O R 091550Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5053 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO 
AMEMBASSYPORT OF SPAIN 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 1775 

CORRECTED COPY PARA 3 AUG 12 VICE MAY 12 
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SUBJECT: ILLNESS OF PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER WILLS CALLED ME TO HIS OFFICE EARLY 
THIS MORNING (AUGUST 9) TO SAY THAT PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM 
WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO HOST A LUNCH SCHEDULED FOR AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG AND HIS PARTY. BURNHAM WAS SICK AND ALTHOUGH HE 
WOULD HAVE HIS TALK WITH THE AMBASSADOR HE WOULD NOT BE 
STRONG ENOUGH TO HOST THE LUNCHEON. ACCORDINGLY, FOREIGN 
MINISTER WILLS WOULD HOST THE LUNCHEON AT THE GEORGETOWN 
CLUB. 

2. MY INITIAL SUSPICION WAS THAT THIS WAS A "DIPLOMATIC 
ILLNESS" BROUGHT ON BY THE PRESSURE OF THE OPPOSITION. 

PRIMARILY ITS CHARGES THAT THE GOVERNMENT DURING RECENT 
MONTHS HAS TURNED SHARPLY TO THE RIGHT. HOWEVER, FROM 
LISTENING TO PHONE CALLS WILLS RECEIVED FROM OTHER 
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MINISTERS DURING MY PRESENCE IT BECAME CLEAR THAT 
THE ILLNESS IS REAL. 

3. WE WERE AWARE THAT BURNHAM HAD ACQUIRED DIARRHEA 
DURING HIS VISIT TO HAVANA BUT HAD ASSUMED THAT THAT 
HAD PASSED. WILLS NOW SAID THAT THE IMMEDIATE 
PROBLEM WAS EXHAUSTION AND HIS HEART, BUT THAT THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

CONTINUING DIARRHEA HAD CONTRIBUTED TO THIS. GUYANA'S 
DESPERATE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND PREPARATIONS FOR 
THE BIENNIAL CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE'S NATIONAL 
CONGRESS BEGINNING AUG 12 HAD PUT BURNHAM UNDER 
HEAVY PRESSURE AND A FRANTIC PACE. 
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